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​Introduction​
​Welcome to Tapestry!  We are happy that you are now part of our community.  This​
​kindergarten handbook has been created to familiarize you with the major​
​components of our kindergarten program.  Please keep this as a reference guide for​
​the entire year; many answers to frequently asked questions can be found within​
​this handbook. We look forward to an amazing year of growth and learning!!​

​Jill Fox, Fabulous Foxes​ ​Taylor Tahamont, Smart Sharks​
​Room Number 125​ ​Room Number 123​
​332-0754 Ext. 2130                                              332-0754 Ext. 2128​
​jill@tapestryschool.org​ ​tahamontt​​@tapestryschool.org​

​Elise Gruber,​​Brainy Bumblebees​ ​Claire Arnott, Terrific​​Turtles​
​Room Number 119​ ​Room Number 121​
​332-0754 Ext. 2124​ ​332-0754 Ext. 2126​
​grubere​​@tapestryschool.org​ ​arnottc@tapestryschool.org​

​The best way to contact teachers and/or teaching partners is via ClassDojo.  We do​
​our best to respond to messages within 24-48 hours. If the message is about​
​something that affects your child that school day, please understand that we do not​
​always have an opportunity to check our messages between 7:30 - 2:30 on school​
​days, so your message may be missed. Information regarding a different dismissal​
​arrangement for your child should be directed to the office staff.​

​Tapestry Website:​​https://tapestryschool.org/schools/k-4-lower-school/​
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​Charter schools:​

​What is a charter school?​ ​What are the benefits?​

​●​ ​Free, publicly-funded,​
​independently-operated schools​
​of choice​

​●​ ​Non-discriminatory admissions​
​lottery​

​●​ ​Governed by a not-for-profit​
​Board of Trustees​

​●​ ​Receive a per-pupil allocation​
​from the state which amounts to​
​approximately 66% of the funding​
​other public schools receive​

​●​ ​Enable teachers to be more​
​creative and innovative in their​
​teaching methods​

​●​ ​Are held accountable for meeting​
​student performance goals​

​●​ ​More personalized attention​
​●​ ​Smaller average classroom size​
​●​ ​Provides an innovative,​

​tuition-free education alternative​
​for families living in Buffalo​

​Expeditionary​
​Learning​ ​Fieldwork​ ​Showcase​

​●​ ​A nonprofit school​
​improvement and​
​teacher development​
​organization​

​●​ ​Allows students to​
​develop the curiosity,​
​skills, knowledge, and​
​courage needed to​
​imagine a better​
​world and work​
​toward realizing it​

​●​ ​Emphasizes high​
​achievement through​
​active learning,​
​character growth, and​
​teamwork​

​●​ ​Uses research-based​
​best practices in​
​literacy, inquiry-based​
​mathematics, and​
​original research and​
​data collection​

​●​ ​An opportunity to​
​do “real world”​
​learning​

​●​ ​One permission slip​
​will be signed and a​
​$20 fee collected to​
​cover the entire​
​year​

​●​ ​Fieldwork notes will​
​be sent home to​
​discuss specific​
​details​

​●​ ​Adult chaperones​
​may be​
​needed/invited for​
​some fieldwork​
​opportunities; this​
​will be​
​communicated by​
​the classroom​
​teacher or room​
​parent​

​●​ ​Each trimester your​
​child will be​
​participating in​
​expeditions to learn​
​science and social​
​studies standards​

​●​ ​We have 2​
​showcases​
​throughout the year​
​to celebrate student​
​learning.​

​●​ ​Students share their​
​learning with families​

​●​ ​There is an end of​
​the year celebration​
​in which the students​
​receive a certificate​
​& view a slideshow​

​●​ ​2 family members​
​per student may​
​attend the EOY​
​celebration (space​
​is limited)​

​➔​ ​For more information, visit:​​www.eleducation.org​
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​Conferences​
​Student-Led Conferences (SLCs) are scheduled twice a year.​ ​Children must attend​
​SLCs with their families​​as they will help report​​on their own progress.  Of course, if​
​you would like to discuss your child’s performance throughout the year, we are​
​available.  However, please do not try to address your concerns with your child’s​
​teacher during an unscheduled time, especially during teaching time, while​
​volunteering, or at school events.  Your child’s teacher will be able to give you​
​undivided attention once classroom responsibilities have been completed.​

​The First Day of​
​School​

​●​ ​The first day of school is a​
​full day on September 8th.​

​●​ ​Children may come to the​
​classroom at 7:50.​

​●​ ​The first day can be exciting​
​and sometimes stressful!​
​Often, the children are​
​excited and the​​parent(s)​
​are nervous​​.​ ​ON THE FIRST​
​DAY ONLY,​​you may walk​
​your child to his/her cubby​
​(​​not​​into the classroom)..​
​You may take a picture if​
​you like and then please​
​say a cheerful, short​
​goodbye with a hug and a​
​kiss.​

​●​ ​The hallways will be filled​
​with helpful teachers and​
​staff to guide your child to​
​his/her classroom.​
​Kindergarten Teaching​
​Partners also stand in the​
​hallway to greet and help​
​students.​

​●​ ​Dismissal starts at 2:30.​
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​Daily Schedule:​
​7:30-7:50​ ​Arrival/Breakfast​

​The schedule for the first few weeks of​
​school will be flexible. We will be slowly​

​rolling out routines/procedures and​
​learning how to use technology before​

​we start fully teaching curriculum.​

​***Tapestry strives for a 95%​
​attendance rate***​

​8:00-8:30​ ​Morning Crew​

​8:30-10:30​ ​Phonics, EL, & Skills​
​Groups​

​10:30-11:00​ ​Recess​

​11:00-11:30​ ​Lunch​

​11:30-12:00​ ​Bridges​

​12:00-1:00​ ​Super Subjects​

​1:00-2:00​ ​Rest time (1st 4-8​
​weeks only)/Math​

​2:00-2:30​ ​Expedition/Closing​
​Crew/Pack Up​

​2:30-3:00​ ​Dismissal​
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​Super Subjects:​
​●​ ​Tapestry Charter School was founded with the understanding that children​

​learn best when the arts are integrated into the curriculum.​
​●​ ​We refer to these areas of study as "Super Subjects."  We recognize these​

​subjects build multiple cognitive, social, physical, and creative skills, as well as​
​enrich the lives and learning of our students and our school community. Art,​
​music, dance, and physical education connect us to culture, history, and​
​community.​

​●​ ​While learning about each art form, students also experience cross-curricular​
​learning – meaning that themes, concepts, and ideas introduced in the​
​classroom are purposefully integrated into arts instruction.​

​STEAM​
​(Science, technology,​

​engineering, art, &​
​math)​

​Art​ ​Music​ ​Dance​ ​Library​ ​PE​

​Miss Melissa​
​leopardm@tapestr​

​yschool.org​

​Miss Kelsie​
​tangelderk@tapest​

​ryschool.org​

​Miss Maeve​
​brownellm@tapestr​

​yschool.org​

​MIss Katie​
​katie@tapestrysch​

​ool.org​

​Mr. Dawan​
​jonesd@tapestrysc​

​hool.org​

​During the first week of school, your child will bring home a super subject schedule in​
​his or her binder so that parents and students can know what to expect and how to be best​
​prepared for the next school day.  For example, on days when your child has P.E., sneakers​
​are necessary (A spare pair of sneakers labeled with your child’s name may be kept in your​
​child’s cubby).  Tights are not recommended on dance days, library books must be returned​
​on library days, and costly or favorite outfits should not be worn on days that your child​
​attends art.​

​★​ ​If you have any questions regarding what is happening or something that has​
​happened during a super subject class, it is best to contact the super subject​
​teacher directly.​
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​Recess:​
​●​ ​We have 30 minutes of recess every day.​
​●​ ​We will go outside on the playground, weather permitting, so please make​

​sure your child is dressed for the weather each day. Shoes with closed toes​
​and backs are required to play on the playground.​

​●​ ​If we are unable to play outside, we have indoor recess during which students​
​get to choose from several activities such as building with blocks, role-playing​
​in our kitchen area, using Play-Doh, or playing with one of our many​
​classroom toys.​

​Show & Tell and Birthdays:​

​Show & Tell​ ​Birthdays​
​●​ ​Monthly calendars will come​

​home in your child’s folder.​
​●​ ​One item (that fits in your child’s​

​backpack) may be brought in.​
​●​ ​We cannot be responsible for​

​items that are lost or mistakenly​
​taken.​

​●​ ​Expensive and/or irreplaceable​
​items may not be sent in.​

​●​ ​Students may bring in a special​
​snack (cupcakes, brownies, rice​
​krispies treats, etc.)​​**​

​●​ ​All snacks must be store-bought​
​and include an ingredient list​
​due to allergies.​

​●​ ​Cakes are not allowed.​
​●​ ​Summer birthdays are celebrated​

​in May or June.​
​●​ ​Students may also bring in​

​“Show & Tell” on their birthday.​
​●​ ​Up to 23 students per class​
​●​ ​Students celebrate with their​

​class only - please no visitors.​

​★​ ​Please note that if there are not 23 school days in a month your child might​
​not have his/her show and tell day until the following month.​

​★​ ​We can only share birthday treats if there are enough for all students.​
​★​ ​Birthday invitations may be passed out if ALL students are included.​
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​Breakfast and Lunch:​
​●​ ​Breakfast is served in our cafeteria from 7:30 am – 8:00 am.​
​●​ ​Breakfast ends at 8:00 am.​ ​If you are running late,​​try to make sure your​

​child has a healthy breakfast at home. Students arriving after 8:00 am will be​
​offered a cold breakfast option to eat within the classroom.​

​●​ ​Lunch​​is always monitored by a staff member.​
​●​ ​Please practice opening things at home before school starts;​​students are​

​expected to independently do things like spread hummus, peel oranges,​
​open milk, or drain fruit cups.​

​●​ ​Please do not pack junk food or too many sweets; students are always told to​
​eat their healthy choices first. Please talk about this with your child at home.​

​★​ ​2026-2027 :  Tapestry is enrolled in a Community Lunch Program.​​This means​
​breakfast and lunch are available at no charge to all Tapestry students.​

​★​ ​Questions regarding the lunch program should be directed to the main office:  at​
​716-332-0754.​

​★​ ​Please be certain to fill out Tapestry’s Free and Reduced Price Lunch form, this will​
​determine Tapestry’s ability to continue the program in the future.​

​★​ ​Tapestry will notify families if any changes affect the policies listed in this handbook.​
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​Money:​
​●​ ​On occasion, it may be necessary for your child to bring a small amount of​

​money to school.​ ​ALWAYS​​send money in a sealed, labeled​​envelope​​.  Your​
​child’s first and last name, the amount of money enclosed, and the purpose​
​of the money should be written on the envelope.  Place this envelope in your​
​child’s blue binder on the “Return to School” side.​

​●​ ​Please understand that we cannot make change. We also cannot be​
​responsible for lost dollar bills or coins.​

​Dress Code:​
​●​ ​Students should arrive at school appropriately dressed.​

​○​ ​Clothing should be: clean, allow for easy movement, and comfort.​
​●​ ​Sneakers are required for P.E. and are recommended for daily wear. (Some​

​families choose to keep an inexpensive or older pair of sneakers in their​
​child’s cubby. If you choose to do this please be sure to label the sneakers​
​with your child’s first and last name.)​ ​Open-toed​​shoes are not​
​recommended for safety reasons.​

​●​ ​Dresses and jumpers are not recommended on days that your child goes to​
​dance class or P.E.​​When wearing a dress or jumper,​​it is a good idea to have​
​your child wear a pair of shorts underneath.​

​●​ ​Distracting or valuable items are discouraged: animal-ear headbands, fashion​
​glasses (with no prescription lenses), light-up jewelry or sneakers, make-up,​
​etc.​

​Visitors:​
​Tapestry Charter School welcomes parent and family visits to the school.  In​

​an effort to accommodate the needs of staff, students, parents, and the community​
​at large,​​it is important to schedule all visits​​.​ ​Please call ahead to arrange a​
​scheduled time.​ ​Staff will not be able to accommodate​​unscheduled​
​conferences or visits.  When visiting, please sign-in at the office; you will not be​
​allowed to go directly to the classroom.  For security reasons family members​
​will not be allowed to visit classrooms during the day without an appointment​
​(this includes dropping off forgotten items, stopping down to ask a question,​
​delivering birthday treats, walking to get your child for an early dismissal, or walking​
​your child down for a late drop-off).​

​★​ ​All visitors or volunteers MUST sign in at the office and present a valid​
​government issued ID to receive a visitor’s pass/badge.  All visitors in​
​Tapestry buildings during school hours must be screened using our​
​Raptor Security system.​
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​Volunteer Opportunities:​

​There are school-wide opportunities to volunteer for which contact is made​
​via School-Messenger.  Classroom volunteer opportunities are arranged via our​
​room parent(s) or by the classroom teacher. If you volunteer to help chaperone field​
​work, you will receive chaperone guidelines before the day of our off-site learning.​

​Community Meetings:​
​●​ ​School wide (K-4) Community Meetings are held once a month from 8:00-8:45​

​am in the gym​
​●​ ​Scheduled meetings are on our K-4 event calendar posted on the​​school​

​website​​.​
​●​ ​These meetings are part of the Expeditionary Learning school design.  The​

​purpose is to build a feeling of community and belonging. They allow children​
​an opportunity to be recognized for showing PIRRK (see character education)​
​and for the work they are doing in their class.​

​●​ ​Open to all families of Tapestry K-4 students.​
​●​ ​Community Meetings include: the National Anthem, The Pledge of Allegiance,​

​The Tapestry Student Pledge, announcements on current learning or events​
​at Tapestry, “Bucket Fillers” are recognized, and sometimes a “Classroom​
​Spotlight.”​

​●​ ​We encourage you to join us for our Community Meetings; you are​
​guaranteed to leave proud, energized, and inspired!​
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​Arrival & Dismissal​

​Arrival​ ​Dismissal​

​●​ ​Please stay in your car​
​●​ ​A staff member will help your​

​child out of the car and into the​
​building each morning.​

​●​ ​From 7:30 am to 7:50 am our​
​main doors open and breakfast is​
​available from 7:30 to 8:00 am.​

​●​ ​On the rare occasions that there​
​is a reason to​​walk your child​
​directly into the main office​
​(carrying birthday cupcakes,​
​etc…) please do not park in the​
​pick up/drop off lane. You may​
​park in visitor parking located at​
​the​​back​​of the loop. (Items​
​should be dropped off in the​
​office.  A staff member will bring​
​them to the classroom.)​

​●​ ​Dismissal begins at 2:30.​
​●​ ​Please stay in your car​
​●​ ​Please do not park, but instead,​

​stay in line with the flow of traffic​
​●​ ​A staff member will help your​

​child out of the building and into​
​the car each afternoon​

​●​ ​Kindergarten students (and​
​their younger siblings) are​
​expected to be fastened into​
​their booster seat/car seat​
​before leaving the parking lot​

​●​ ​Dismissal ends at 3:00.  Students​
​who are not participating in an​
​after-school club or attending the​
​after-school YMCA program must​
​be picked up by this time.​

​●​ ​Alternate pick-up arrangements​
​must be communicated with a​
​written note in the morning.​

​★​ ​Erie County has banned smoking in cars with children under the age of 18.​
​There is a $50 fine for a first offense which increases by $50 with each​
​subsequent offense.​

​After-school care:​
​●​ ​The YMCA Buffalo Niagara runs an after-school program on our premises,​

​which runs​​from the end of the school day to 6:00pm.​
​●​ ​The cost of the program is determined based on family income and hours of​

​usage.  Enroll at https://www.ymcabn.org/​

​★​ ​Contact the YMCA Buffalo Niagara Childcare Team at 716-565-6000​​for​
​more information.​
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​Student Absences:​

​Student Absences &​
​Early Dismissal​

​School Nurse​

​●​ ​Please call the school office at​
​332-0754 and let the main office staff​
​know..​

​●​ ​Missed work will be caught up in class​
​but please read and count together if​
​your child feels well enough​

​●​ ​If your child is absent, please click this​
​link to fill out the absence excuse form:​
​Tapestry K-4 Student Absence Excuse​
​Form.​​Information regarding the​
​attendance policy can be found in the​
​Tapestry Family Handbook.​

​●​ ​Dentist/doctor appointments are​
​recommended to be scheduled on​
​days off or after dismissal.​

​●​ ​Students who arrive after 8:00 must be​
​signed in at the office.​​Family​
​members are not permitted to walk​
​students to class.​

​●​ ​If an appointment causes your child to​
​miss his/her lunch period, please be​
​sure your child eats before coming to​
​school.​

​●​ ​Deborah Capitano​
​●​ ​No medication can be dispensed​

​without a written note from your​
​child’s pediatrician.​

​●​ ​Students are not permitted to return​
​to school unless they are fever-free​
​(without medication) for 24 hours.​

​●​ ​Students are not permitted to return​
​to school with an illness for which they​
​were prescribed an antibiotic unless​
​the antibiotic was started 24 hours​
​prior.​

​●​ ​Pay close attention to paperwork sent​
​home from the health office prior to​
​the start of school.​

​●​ ​Paperwork such as immunization​
​forms, copies of physicals, birth​
​certificates, etc.  must be turned into​
​the health office before a child​
​starts school in September​

​Tapestry Sick Child/Stay Home Guidelines​
​(https://tapestryschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/sick-child-guidelines.pdf)​
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​Emergency Situations:​
​Parents/guardians are responsible for completing​​all information requested​

​on the Student Registration Form either online or in paper form at the time of​
​acceptance. It is the family's responsibility to notify the school of any changes that​
​occur during the year, so that this form can be updated. It is especially important to​
​have updated phone numbers and email addresses. Parents/guardians are​
​responsible for providing transportation home in the case of illness or family​
​emergency.​

​Emergency/Weather-related School Closings:​
​●​ ​If school is canceled, you will receive an email, phone call, or text message.​
​●​ ​Tapestry is an independent school and may not necessarily close when​

​Buffalo Public / other charter schools close​

​Technology:​
​●​ ​All classrooms have flat panels to project learning and allow students​

​opportunities to engage and manipulate objects on the screen.​
​●​ ​All students will receive an iPad which typically remains in school for use​

​during independent work time.​
​●​ ​If a student damages the device he/she has been assigned to use during​

​school hours, an invoice will be sent home to reimburse the school for any​
​cost related to the damaged part.​
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​Character Education​ ​Crew​
​PIRRK:​

​Perseverance​
​LT: I can keep trying even when things are​
​difficult.​

​Integrity​
​LT: I can do the right thing even when no one​
​is watching.​

​Responsibility​
​LT: I can follow classroom expectations and​
​complete independent work.​

​Respect​
​LT: I can listen and show kindness to my​
​teachers and peers.​

​Kindness​
​LT: I can treat others the way I want to be​
​treated.​

​●​ ​We use read-alouds and classroom​
​discussions to teach each of these​
​character traits during the first month​
​of school. They become a daily part​
​of our classroom and school culture.​

​●​ ​Character trait development is​
​reported in the HOW (Habits Of Work)​
​section of the report card.  You will be​
​notified if there are any specific​
​concerns.​

​“We are all in this together - we are crew, not​
​passengers.”​

​●​ ​Crew is how we start and end each day​
​at 8:00am.​

​●​ ​It is a Tapestry tradition that all students​
​K-12 participate in daily​

​●​ ​Crew builds a sense of community and​
​celebrates each student​

​●​ ​The focus of crew is to build social​
​emotional skills, commonly referred to​
​as SEL. Students sit in a circle. We​
​frequently start with a greeting, do a​
​feelings check in, read stories, learn​
​calming and problem solving strategies,​
​and participate in discussions.​

​●​ ​For closing crew, we say goodbye and​
​talk about our day.​

​★​ ​LT→ Learning Target​
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​Responsive Classroom:​
​Responsive Classroom is​​a​​research and evidence-based​​,​​student-centered,​

​social and emotional learning approach to teaching.​​It consists of a set of research,​
​and evidence-based practices designed to create safe, joyful, and engaging​
​classrooms and school communities for both students and teachers.​​Responsive​
​Classroom is directly linked to Expeditionary Learning.​

​Classroom Management:​
​In Kindergarten, we spend the first 4-6 weeks learning the routines and​

​structures of our days. We will learn about and set academic or behavioral goals​
​each trimester. We incorporate mindfulness practices and help students learn how​
​to achieve a growth mindset. Students will learn the differences between big​
​problems vs. small problems and are always encouraged to use positive problem​
​solving and calming strategies.​

​Our classroom core values are as follows: PIRRK​
​1.​ ​We can keep trying even if it’s hard. We don’t give up!​​(Perseverance)​
​2.​ ​We can do the right thing even when no one is watching.  We always tell the​

​truth.​​(Integrity)​
​3.​ ​We can follow classroom expectations and work independently.​

​(Responsibility)​
​4.​ ​We can listen to our teachers and friends.​​(Respect)​
​5.​ ​We can always be kind to our teachers and friends.​​(Kindness)​

​Below are some tools we use in our classrooms to help students when they​
​are distracted, experiencing tough emotions, or not following our classroom values:​

​1.​ ​Calming Corner:​ ​This is a small space in the classroom​​where students​
​can visit to take a break from learning and reset if needed or if they are​
​experiencing a tough feeling and need some space. Each space has a​
​basket of tools to help students identify and work through emotions.​
​These tools may include: sensory bottles, picture cards, paper to draw on,​
​books, squishy balls, and other sensory items.​

​2.​ ​Restorative Practices:​​If a child damages something​​or hurts someone’s​
​feelings, she/he will try to fix the damage.  In the case of hurting​
​someone’s feelings, the child might offer an “apology of action” by writing​
​a card, helping with an activity, drawing an illustration, or taking some​
​other action beyond verbally saying “sorry.” All of these are opportunities​
​for a child to reflect (through words and/or pictures) about what was done​
​and how it can be repaired. Some teachers may send these home to be​
​returned with a signature.​

​3.​ ​SEL Support:​​Miss Krista & Miss Becky teach whole​​group lessons​
​throughout the school year to help teach students self-regulation. They​
​also pull students at times for lunch bunch groups. Students learn how to​
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​deal with tough emotions. They teach them the vocabulary to identify how​
​they are feeling, as well as strategies to use to help calm down. For​
​example: they teach them deep breathing techniques, such as the​
​Butterfly​​breath or the​​Roller Coaster​​breath.​

​4.​ ​Bucket Fillers:​​Every month, 1-2 students are recognized​​from each class​
​at our Community Meetings for displaying our PIRRK traits. Individual​
​classrooms also have incentives for students. Your classroom teacher will​
​notify you of these incentives. Students are encouraged to display PIRRK​
​traits in super subjects as well. Each month, a class with the most stars​
​earned, wins the​​Super Subject Trophy​​at our Community​​Meetings.​

​5.​ ​If a child needs additional assistance, then he/she will meet with our​
​Assistant Principal,​ ​Jennifer Tarnowski (​​tarnowskij@tapestryschool.org​​),​
​or Shimal Largie (​​largies@tapestryschool.org​​), from​​Student Support.​
​Please refer to the Tapestry Family Handbook regarding infractions and​
​suspension policies. Each summer our administration revises this​
​important family document. A revised version will come out for t​​he​
​2026-2027 school year.​

​6.​ ​Our K - 4 Counselor, Krista Coon​​(​​coonk@tapestryschool.org​​)​​,​​often helps​
​when children are having a hard time productively participating in the​
​school day.  She is available to parents and families for guidance or help​
​as needed.  It is usually a good idea to let both the classroom teacher and​
​Krista know about significant changes in a child’s home situation such as​
​parents’ separation, a death in the family, or a current health issue.​​Miss​
​Krista pulls our Kindergarten friends for lunch groups as needed to work​
​on positive social skills.​

​7.​ ​Our school Social Worker, Becky Goggins (​​gogginsr@tapestyschool.org​​),​
​is a licensed mental health professional available to provide trauma​
​informed services to students, as well as resources for families.​

​8.​ ​Our Director of Family Engagement and Support, Molly Rosinski​
​(​​rosinskim@tapestryschool.org​​)​​offers support by partnering​​with K–12​
​families to build strong connections between home and school, helping​
​students succeed while also linking families to helpful community​
​resources. Learn more about available supports on the Tapestry website:​
​tapestryschool.org/parents-students/family-resource-center​​.​
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​Curriculum​
​●​ ​ELA​

​○​ ​Reading:​
​■​ ​EL Education curriculum​
​■​ ​UFLI curriculum​
​■​ ​Small differentiated/tiered skills groups​
​■​ ​Phonemic awareness, high frequency words, decoding​

​strategies, comprehension​
​○​ ​Writing​

​■​ ​narrative, opinion, informational​
​○​ ​General Knowledge:​

​■​ ​concepts of print, setting, characters, types of text, predicting,​
​inferencing, comparing and contrasting, making connections​

​■​ ​Our literacy coach, Vanessa Wiltberger, and our Literacy​
​Specialists/Interventionists, Christina Faraci, Emily Buerster,  &​
​Kathleen Lysek are invaluable assets!​

​●​ ​Math​
​○​ ​Launching the Ready Mathematics curriculum for the 26-27 School​

​Year​
​○​ ​Small, differentiated/tiered groups​
​○​ ​General Knowledge:​

​■​ ​counting, comparing numbers, addition & subtraction,​
​foundations of place value, measurement, sorting, shapes​

​●​ ​Science​
​○​ ​We follow the Next Generation Science Standards​
​○​ ​We learn about force and motion, energy, the needs of plant and​

​animals, weather, our environment, engineering​
​●​ ​Social Studies​

​○​ ​We follow the EngageNY Social Studies Framework.​
​○​ ​We learn about our identities, families, and communities, citizenship​

​(rules, rights, and responsibilities, roles), basic geography and weather,​
​needs and wants, goods and services, holidays and seasonal​
​celebrations​
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​High-Frequency Words: 56 words​

​What Are High-Frequency Words?​
​High-frequency words are the most common words used in the English​
​language. Some words, like​​the​​and​​was​​, are irregular​​in that they do not​
​follow common English sound-spelling patterns. Other high-frequency words​
​follow phonics patterns but may be words that emerging readers do not have​
​the phonics skills to decode. High-frequency words are essential to literacy​
​success and are the cornerstone of developing reading fluency and​
​comprehension. Each week, selected high-frequency words are introduced​
​and practiced using the brain-based Read/Spell/Write routine designed to​
​help students learn the words. Students are exposed to these words in​
​isolation and within context. In addition, these words appear in the lesson’s​
​decodable text for reinforcement that students will bring home.​

​➢​ ​A letter will be sent home with the first set of flashcards containing​
​ideas and strategies to use at home.​
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​OTHER KINDERGARTEN LITERACY EXPECTATIONS​

​UPPERCASE AND LOWERCASE LETTER​
​IDENTIFICATION​

​LETTER SOUND IDENTIFICATION​
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​Kindergarten Report Card Sample​
​★​ ​Subject to change​
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​Click to view our​​Pre-Kindergarten Site for Practice​
​https://sites.google.com/tapestryschool.org/pre-k-practice/home​
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​Kindergarten Supply List​
​(Please bring all supplies to the “Welcome to Kindergarten” event in August)​

​Please LABEL the following items: change of clothes, composition notebook, and​
​water bottle.​

​1 composition notebook​​(labeled with your child’s​​name) ​
​1  4-pack of​​regular​​sized BLACK expo markers​
​1  4-pack of​​fine tip​​BLACK expo markers​
​1 box of 24 Crayola crayons​
​1 Elmer’s glue stick​
​2 large boxes of tissues​
​1 roll of paper towels​
​1 bottle of hand sanitizer​
​1 package of reclosable baby wipes​
​1 box of quart-sized​​OR​​gallon sized Ziploc bags (with​​the​​slide-style zipper​​on top)​
​1 regular-size bath towel or small blanket comparable in size to be used for rest time​
​for the first six weeks of school​ ​(Label this with​​your child’s name using​
​permanent marker.  NO MATS, PILLOWS, OR LARGE BLANKETS WILL BE​
​ALLOWED.)​
​Complete (with undies and socks) change of clothes, season-appropriate, in a gallon​
​size Ziploc bag​​(labeled with the child's name on​​it)​​.  Even if you are sure your child​
​will not have an “accident” it is probable that at some point your child will spill​
​something on him/herself.​
​Water bottle​​(labeled with your child’s name)​

​Note:  Label every piece of your child’s outerwear and his/her bookbag.  Coats, boots,​
​hats, etc… must have your child’s name inside!  We cannot be responsible for lost items. ​

​Super Subject Supply List​
​General Super Subject Supplies​

​1 box of tissue labeled “Supers”​
​Physical Education​

​Sneakers​
​Box of Bandaids​

​If possible, please consider donating the following “​​Wish List” items to K​
​classrooms:​

​●​ ​Plastic forks/spoons​ ​●   Extra black expo markers​
​●​ ​Paper bowls​ ​●   Extra boxes of 24 Crayola crayons​
​●​ ​Dixie cups (3oz)​ ​●   Play-Doh (3/4oz)​
​●​ ​Paper plates​ ​●   Brown construction Paper​
​●​ ​Spring-style clothespins​ ​●   Green construction Paper​
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​Dear Kindergarten Families,​

​We are happy to be starting another year at Tapestry!  We are​
​excited to have the opportunity to work with your child (and your​
​family) this year as he/she grows socially, emotionally, physically, and​
​intellectually.​

​Please take the time to read this family handbook.  It has been​
​written by the kindergarten team, is updated annually, and is based on​
​questions that parents have asked throughout the previous years.  It will​
​help you learn about our policies and programs and is the first place to​
​go if you have a question.  Please keep it in a safe place.​

​After you have read through it, please sign the statement​
​below, indicating that you have read the handbook and agree to​
​support and abide by all policies.  Please print this page out of your​
​book and return it to school the first week of class.​

​We look forward to growing and learning with you and your child.​
​If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact​
​us.  Thank you for your cooperation and support.​

​Sincerely,​

​Jill Fox​
​Taylor Tahamont​
​Elise Gruber​
​Claire Arnott​

​I have read the policies described in the Tapestry Charter School​
​Kindergarten Family Handbook and agree to abide by all of its policies.​

​Parent name (please print)​​__________________________​

​Parent signature​​____________________________________________​

​Child’s name (please print)​​__________________________​

​Date​​_____________________​
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